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What’s Happening 

Holiday Reception December 2nd 

Baby Bottle Campaign Ongoing 

2nd Annual  
Dinner/Auction 

March 19 

  

Meet our newest additions to  

Fontebella 

Welcome to our new House Managers Lynn Ivey (L) and Charmaine Earnest 

(R). Watch for their personal stories in months to follow.     

Fontebella Volunteers: 
Peer Counselor 

This position is a direct hands-on 
person with our guests. It requires 
you to be present at  Fontebella a 
few hours a week, and to help 
guide the ladies in their day to day 
activities.  It also provides the 
House Managers time to do their 
errands and other activities. This 
position gives you a wonderful 
reward as you see a young mother 
taking on many of your values to 
carry on with her new family.  
Truly a blessing. 

Transportation 
As transportation volunteer, when 
you are available, you would be 
transporting our guests to 
necessary appointments. These 
appointments could include 
Doctors, WIC, Housing, Hospital, 
Mops or any other appointment 
the guest needs to make. We keep 
an active list of transportation 
v o l u n t e e r s  a n d  o n c e  a n 
appointment is scheduled you are 
contacted by the House Manager 
to see if you are available. We 
understand the need for flexible 
schedules, and we always plan on 
giving you as much notice as 
possible.  The length of any given 
appointment is unknown, but what 
a wonderful time to sit back read a 
book or magazine and reflect on 
what a wonderful gift you are 
providing to a young woman. 
 

Join us for 

 Fontebellas’ Holiday  

Open House 

Thursday, December 2nd 

4:00pm  

950 Hartman Lane, O’Fallon, Il  

Take part in a cookie exchange if you 

desire, the girls and staff have been busy 

baking and would love to share. 

Refreshments will be plentiful 

It’s Auction Time 
It’s time to get ready for the 2nd Annual Dinner Auction. 

Volunteers contact:  

Crystal Gedris, 618-830-6371 

Joanne Smallheer, 618-977-3768 
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Notes From Susan 
Wow!  Where do the days go?  So much is happening again at Fontebella.  Since last 
month, Charmaine has gotten settled in and we have an Assistant House 
Manager,  Lynn.  

This morning I heard from Neisha and she is taking her LPN exit exam from the 
school she had attended on the 19th.  Let’s all say a prayer for her to pass the exam 
so she can continue to move forward in her life.  I was blessed to have the 
opportunity to visit her last week.  She looks great and the baby is growing so tall 
and beautiful. 

Last week Kristen decided to move out.  With Kristen’s departure we were down to one young lady.  However, it seems like 
word travels fast as soon as we have an opening because I’ve had a number of phone calls again in just a few 
days.  Unfortunately, some of those calls involved other small children which we do not have the capacity to 
accommodate.  As I’m writing this we will be interviewing two young ladies in the next day or two and I’m sure we will find 
ourselves full to capacity within the week until we can accomplish our expansion plan allowing us to house four guests. 

I want to take this opportunity to also express a heartfelt thanks to St. Clare Parish and their Respect Life Committee.  Suzie 
Durnford was the liaison for a baby bottle campaign fundraiser with her parish and they have collected a nice donation 
through that fundraiser for Fontebella.  In addition, their committee took up a collection in honor of Fr. Von Deeke’s service 
to them.  Fr. Von was very instrumental in supporting our efforts in the Summer of 2009 when we were engrossed in our City 
Hall meetings.  So we need to give a great big thank you to St. Clare Parish and all the support they have given us. 

I failed to give a big thank you last month to Annie Kessler and her work at Corpus Christi Parish in Shiloh.  She, too, was a 
liaison for a baby bottle campaign with her parish and brought us a very nice donation last month.   First Baptist Church is 
also increasing their involvement and getting more excited about our organization thanks to Ruth B.  Everyone’s involvement 
is important and no one’s efforts go un-noticed. 

This being said, our support continues to grow.  And thank God for that growth because we are desperately needed.  It is 
proof  every time we have an opening at Fontebella.   The phone rings off the hook for a few days but as soon as we max our 
ability to serve young ladies; it stops ringing again.  There is an unbelievable network out there and we try to all work 
together to reach out and provide the needs of many.  

I wish there was a way I could share all the very sad situations people find themselves in.  I now find myself saying a prayer 
before answering the phone that we are able to help the caller.  If we are full, I pray it isn’t someone in need that we have to 
turn away.  Just this morning I received a call from a young lady needing shelter, but she has another child that we cannot 
accommodate.  The minute I explained that to her; she started to quietly cry; trying to not let me hear her disappointment.  I 
was able to offer her a suggestion of another shelter and begged her to call me back if that didn’t work out so I could seek 
other options for her.  Several hours have passed since that call so I’m praying that option worked out for her. 

There is no way I can impress upon all of you wonderful volunteers and supporters how important your support is.  I wish 
there was a way for me to put it into words.  I can only tell you that it is heartbreaking when we can’t help a caller.  And when 
we can make an appointment with them for an interview; the relief and gratitude in their voice is overwhelming 

To express our gratitude to all of you, the Board has decided to host a Christmas party.  The details are still very early in the 
planning stages; but keep your ears open for the date which will be in early December.  We will not use a penny of our 
donated dollars for the event.  We just want an opportunity to say “thank you” and provide you an opportunity to meet 
other volunteers and supporters of Fontebella.   We learned from our day of training that many of the volunteers really 
enjoyed meeting other volunteers, putting a face to a name and sharing their ideas. 

So I end today with a blessing to each of you and your families .  May we all pause and be truly thankful for what we have, 
and know that I am so very  thankful for each of you and what talents you bring to Fontebella.  

God Bless and Happy Thanksgiving 

Susan 


